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SUBJECT: RUMORED CHANGE OF ARMY MINISTER 

1. BOTH AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO AND DATT, BRASILIA HAVE 
PICKED UP RUMOR WHICH HAS BECOME WIDESPREAD IN RIO RUMOR 
MILLS TO EFFECT THAT ARMY MINISTER FROTA WILL RESIGN EARLY 
IN THE NEW YEAR. RESIGNATION ALLEGEDLY WILL COME AS A 
RESULT OF SHARP DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN FROTA AND PRESIDENT 
GEISEL OVER THE ADMINISTRATION S OPEN CONDUCT OF THE RECENT 
ELECTIONS. ACCORDING TO THE RUMOR, FROTA WOULD BE REPLACED 
AS ARMY MINISTER BY THE PRESIDENT'S CONFIDANT AND CURRENT 
COMMANDER OF RIO'S FIRST ARMY, GENERAL REYNALDO MELO DE 
ALMEIDA. 

2. DATT HAD OPPORTUNITY DISCUSS THIS RUMOR DIRECTLY WITH 
GENERAL REYNALDO EVENING OF DECEMBER 18. REYNALDO, WHO 
HAD THAT DAY SPENT 20 MINUTES WITH GEISEL, 

SCOFFED AT RUMOR, CLAIMING THAT FROTA WAS PERFECT AS 
ARMY MINISTER IN GEISEL GOVERNMENT, AND THAT GEISEL 
HAD, THAT VERY DAY, TOLD HIM (REYNALDO) TO EXPECT TO 
SPEND SOME CONSIDERABLE TIME IN HIS PRESENT STATUS, 

TO ASSIST IN THE "FUSION’' OF THE STATES OF RIO AND 
GUANABARA. DATT HAS SUBSEQUENTLY HAD OPPORTUNITY 
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NONE OF WHOM LENT IT CREDENCE. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH WE ARE AWARE THAT SOME OF THE 
HARD-LINE ELEMENTS OF THE ARMED FORCES WERE UPSET AT THE 
GEISEL GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE OF OPENNESS TOWARD THE 
RECENT ELECTIONS, WE DOUBT THAT THIS COULD HAVE 
PROVOKED A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THEM AND THE PRESIDENT, 
OR THAT FROTA WOULD HAVE FELT COMPELLED TO MAKE SUCH 
REPRESENTATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT. ON BALANCE, GIVEN 
REYNALDO'S DENIALS AND THOSE OF OTHERS WHO ARE IN A 
POSITION TO KNOW, WE BF.T .TF.VETHF. RUMOR LACKS A FOUNDATION 
IN FACT. 

JOHNSON 
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